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Flexibility starts in our heads
The Passagen project

For more than 25 years the Passagen Verlag aims to establish a highly specific 
publishing programme, which displays art, literature and essays as well as the 
whole  spectrum of  philosophical,  socio-scientific  and  socio-political  discourses. 
The  form  of  the  political  essay  is  as  much  a  concern  as  the  language-
experimental, literary writing. This intertwining and mutually corresponding pool 
of knowledge, opportunities of thought, artistic and literary strategies and forms 
of expression shall make a contribution to a better understanding of the social 
environment and the orientation in it.

By doing so, all these issues and ways of expression are generally considered as 
equally valuable contributions to an attitude of mind, in which the focus is not on 
the nationality  of  the author but on the quality of  his or  her work. With this 
profile,  the  Passagen  Verlag,  as  an  Austrian  publishing  house,  wants  to 
demonstrate that the Austrian publishing takes its European identity seriously and 
is  enabled by this  attitude to  conduce to  the reputation of  the contemporary 
Austrian  culture  in  an  international  context.  By  providing  a  unique  program, 
Passagen attempts to overcome nationalistically biased narrowness and thereby 
to redefine the criteria for an “Austrian” publishing house.

25  years  ago,  the  Edition  Passagen was  the  first  publishing  program in  the 
German-speaking area committing itself to the renewal of critical philosophy by a 
systematic  and comprehensive translation  of  key  texts  of  postmodernism and 
deconstruction.  The  translation  of  books  by  Jaques  Derrida,  Jean  François 
Lyotard, Jean Baudrillard, Sarah Kofman and Jean-Luc Nancy, which the Passagen 
Verlag 1987 began its work with, provided the textual basis for a more objective 
approach in the controversies about contemporary French philosophy, originally 
initiated  by  Jürgen  Habermas.  Therefore  it  fostered  the  expansion  of  the 
spectrum of critical discourse, which rejected to confine itself merely to a western 
Marxism.

Meanwhile the Passagen Verlag and its programme, with its backlist of more than 
1000  titles,  is  well-established  in  the  entire  German-speaking  area  and 
attempting for many years now, by publishing works of authors of international 
rank  and  their  culture-critical,  art-reflective  and  socio-critical  discourses  and 
opinions, to make a contribution to an open and politically prospective climate in 
Austria.



Passagen Verlag - Portrait of the publishing house
Diversity and tolerance

In October 1985 the first six books of the Edition Passagen have been released 
for  the Frankfurt  Book Fair.  Jacques Derrida, Jean-François Lyotard and Sarah 
Kofman  are  “Passagen-authors”  from  the  very  beginning.  After  two  years  of 
intensive preparation in Paris and Vienna, Peter Engelmann as one of the first 
publishers in the German-speaking area has dedicated himself to the translation 
of key texts on postmodernism into the German language. In 1987 finally, the 
Edition Passagen has developed into the independent Passagen Verlag.

Like no other author, Jacques Derrida  is  connected with the Passagen project 
since its foundation. More than 40 of his titles were published until the present 
day, further ones are projected. His last interview – it was released by Passagen 
in  2005  titled  Leben  ist  Überleben  (Learning  to  Live  Finally) –  is  a  unique 
documentation of the philosopher’s confrontation with death, which he expected 
to come in measurable time and which he faced prosaic and without any illusion. 
On the occasion of Derrida’s 80th birthday in July 2010, his work was especially 
honoured in that year by the publication of four new titles. Among these was the 
book Psyche, the first of three volumes. It presents at last the texts of the two-
volume French collection with the same name, which have not been translated 
into German up to that point.

One of the greatest bestsellers in the history of the Passagen Verlag was launched 
in 1986:  Das postmoderne Wissen (the postmodern condition) by Jean-François 
Lyotard,  who  creates  an  entirely  new  definition  of  the  term  Postmodernism. 
Initiated by the Passagen Verlag also the first public events with Jacques Derrida 
(1985)  and  Jean-François  Lyotard  (1989)  took  place  in  Vienna.  Moreover, 
Passagen  attends  to  the  philosophical  legacy  of  Paul  K.  Feyerabend.  After 
Widerstreit  und  Harmonie in  2005  his  last  book  Die  Vernichtung  der  Vielfalt  
(Conquest of Abundance) is published, which like hardly any other reflects the 
focus  of  the publishing  program. In it  Feyerabend analyses  the  dangers of  a 
proceeding stereotyping of our present (inane) conceptions of reality. 

Already with the foundation of the publishing house, the strict cover styling with 
white as the guiding colour-theme has become the corporation’s norm design – 
created by now internationally well established designers, architects and artists 
like Ecke Bonk, Gregor Eichinger and Christian Knechtl.  Based on the original 
concept  Bonk  has  developed  the  Schwarze  Reihe;  in  the  mid-90s  Gregor 
Eichinger lends the Passagen Verlag a unique style with the elegantly equipped 
serial  Passagen forum. The Swiss artist Anna Meyer creates a variation of this 
graphical  concept  for  the  serial  Passagen  Literatur using  intense  colour-
combinations. Passagen books receive numerous awards – among them several 
times the Republics-award for the “Schönste Buch Österreichs” for excellent book-
design.  In the meantime, this  purist  concept has become the Passagen trade 
mark. 

Apart from the classics of French philosophy of postmodernism and parallel to the 
programmatic  emphasis  on  philosophy  in  the  Edition  Passagen and  Passagen 
Philosophy, further topics with a focus on socio-political and art-theoretical issues 
have  been  established,  for  instance  Passagen  Kunst,  Passagen  Architektur,  
Passagen  X-Media,  Passagen  forum,  Passagen  Literatur,  Passagen  Afrika  and 
Neue Jüdische Passagen.



With the book series Passagen Kunst the house offers various different theoretical 
approaches towards contemporary art, among these a number of publications by 
the Austrian artist and art-theoretician Peter Weibel. 

The series Passagen Architektur was launched in 1995, the year of the Passagen 
Verlag’s tenth anniversary, with a collection of essays titled Aura und Exzess by 
Peter Eisenman, probably one of the most distinguished architects in the United 
States. Just in time for the inauguration of the holocaust memorial in May 2005 in 
Berlin, Ins Leere geschrieben (Written into the Void) is released, the long awaited 
second volume of his theoretical works. Like hardly any other architect of our 
times, Eisenman is constantly reflecting his work in the medium of contemporary 
philosophy and that of other disciplines, thus reaching an incomparably high level 
of  involvement  with  architecture.  His  longstanding  cooperation  with  Jacques 
Derrida results in the most significant innovation of the architecture discourse and 
practice worldwide. The architecture book Eichinger oder Knechtl of the two same 
named Viennese star-architects was published in 2009, documenting 25 years of 
architectural  achievement.  In  2011 Passagen releases the  first  comprehensive 
monograph about Hubert Gessner, who deeply shaped as the “Rote Architekt” the 
appearance of the Austrian workers’ movement. 

In the fall of 1996, Passagen enthusiastically enters the discussion about old and 
new  media  with  the  translation  of  established  international  contributions 
concerning this issue in the book series Passagen XMedia. In programmatic terms 
this continues what has already been initiated in 1985 with the Edition Passagen 
in the field of philosophy. One of the most relevant authors of this transnational 
concept is Slavoj Žižek. The Slovenian philosopher exerts influence far beyond his 
own area of study with fascinating texts on pop-culture, film and all forms of new 
media as well as political-philosophical statements on the cultural and ideological 
background of the dominant conflicts of our times.

The  serial  Passagen  forum originally  presents  short  texts,  which  formulate 
outright  opinions  to  prompt  the  reader’s  agreement  or  objection.  The  first 
publication in the category  Passagen forum was a text of  Ernst H. Gombrich, 
released in 1997, discussing the controversial term of Jewish art. Also the highly 
regarded  and  repeatedly  re-edited  book  of  Jean  Baudrillard  Der  Geist  des 
Terrorismus  (The  Spirit  of  Terrorism) was  published  in  this  series.  By  now 
Passagen Forum contains philosophical core texts of the house and functions as 
convincing substitute for the Edition Passagen. Apart from publications by Jean-
Luc Nancy, such as  Das Vergessen der Philosophie or  Wahrheit der Demokratie 
(The  Truth  of  Democracy),  also  canonical  works  of  the  highly  valued  French 
mastermind Jacques Rancière broaden the range of the program. In 2007,  Der 
unwissende Lehrmeister (The Ignorant Schoolmaster) and Das Unbehagen in der 
Ästhetik  (The  Aesthetic  Unconscious)  are  released;  2008  follows  Politik  der 
Literatur and in 2010 Der emanzipierte Zuschauer (The Emancipated Spectator), 
which is received with highest interest especially by the international art-scene. 
From 2007 onwards the annual publications of the renowned progress sceptic 
Paul Virilio, among others, enriches the series. In 2010 Virilio again proofs to be a 
brilliant analyst of the most imminent questions of the beginning 21st century. 
The program of 2011 features, besides the latest philosophical top title by Alain 
Badiou Lob der Liebe, a bestseller in France, also a new book by François Jullien, 
who has been awarded the Hannah-Arendt prize in 2010, honouring people who 
notably  foster  public  political  discourse.  In  Die  Affenbrücke he,  as  a  border 
crosser between Asian and Western world, makes a plea for culture dialogue.



In recent years, Passagen Literatur has become an increasingly important part of 
the publishing program, with new fictional works by Franzobel, Ginka Steinwachs, 
Josef Schweikhardt, Friedrich Hahn and Vintila Ivanceanu, to name only a few 
examples.

2010 the new series Passagen Afrika was launched that aims to set the focus on 
this  continent  by  raising  civil-sociological  questions  against  a  philosophical 
background. In the first publication of this new category titled Nachbar Afrika, the 
two Africa  experts  Irene  Freudenschuss-Reichl  and Georg  Lennkh contest  the 
generalising perception of the continent and demonstrate the Political science's 
perspective on the richness and vitality of African politics and economics.

The  program also  features  three  journals.  The  Weimarer  Beiträge –  since  its 
discontinuation by the Aufbau Verlag in 1991 published by Passagen – is one of 
the  most  prestigious  literature-  and  culture-periodicals  of  the  former  GDR. 
Austria’s only psychoanalytical quarterly journal texte deals since the 1980s with 
the most recent examinations of Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalysis and the critical 
reflection and development of psychoanalytical theories of culture and society. 
Launched in 2011,  Bamidbar complements the program of the Passagen Verlag 
with a stable European platform for Jewish thought and philosophy.

20  years  of  commitment  to  diversity  and  tolerance  in  the  interdisciplinary 
dialogue  are  honoured in  2005:  the publisher  and founder  of  Passagen Peter 
Engelmann  was  awarded  the  highest  French  culture-order  Commandeur  de 
l’ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French Ministry of Culture.

In the context of the Bruno-Kreisky-Preis für das politische Buch 2009, annually 
distinguishing a book of extraordinary political relevance, Passagen receives the 
Sonderpreis  für  verlegerische  Leistungen for  its  longstanding  consequent  and 
dedicated work. After numerous international distinctions this first official Austrian 
tribute  to  the  publishing  activities  constitutes  a  special  honour  and,  as  Peter 
Engelmann states, “we appreciate this support of our concept and feel obligated 
to continue in this line of work.”

After Elfriede Jelinek in 2004, another Passagen author becomes laureate of the 
Nobel Prize for  Literature in 2010. The Peruvian author Mario Vargas Llosa is 
honoured by the Swedish academy for  his  “pin  sharp portrayal  of  resistance, 
revolt  and defeat  of  the individual”.  The Passagen Verlag publishes  his  essay 
Demokratie  heute,  in  which  Vargas  Llosa  unrolls  his  political  attitudes  and 
convictions.



Peter Engelmann – commitment leads to success

Peter Engelmann

Peter Engelmann was born in Berlin on the 30th April 1947. He studied Philosophy 
and Sociology in  Berlin,  Paris  and Bremen and obtained his  doctorate  with a 
thesis on Hegel. For political reasons Engelmann was sentenced to a detention of 
two years, of which he spent one in a Stasi-Prison before he was redeemed by 
the Federal Republic of Germany. In 1985 he founded the Edition Passagen in 
Vienna, in 1987 the Passagen Verlag. Editing Jacques Derrida and many other 
authors subsumed under the terms postmodernism and deconstruction, he made 
an essential contribution to the spreading of contemporary French philosophy in 
the  German-speaking  area.  For  many years,  Engelmann taught  Philosophy  at 
universities in Germany, Austria and the United States and authored numerous 
texts on philosophy.  In 2005 he was awarded with the highest cultural order, the 
Commandeur de l’ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French Ministry of Culture. 
In 2010 the Passagen Verlag was honoured from the Bruno-Kreisky-Society for its 
publishing works.


